
 
 

TELLING STORIES 
 
** The Evolution of Writing ** 
 
How has writing changed over time? A look at different forms of writing. 
 
Stone tablets -> Papyrus -> Illuminated Manuscripts -> Printing Press -> Modern Books -> E-books 
 
Some languages (eg: Chinese and Japanese) still use writing systems that are largely based on 
ideograms (characters represent ideas rather than sounds).  For example, the Japanese character for 
sun is based on a visual representation of the sun.  What do you think are the advantages and 
disadvantages of using such systems? 
 
 
** Old Stories ** 
 
Students are presented with a selection of paragraphs from stories from different eras (common 
domain) and asked to guess when they think the story was written or arrange the stories in order of 
when they think they were written. 
 
What's the oldest story you've read? 
 
Do you think old stories are still relevant today? 
 
Why do you think it is so popular to remake films? 
 
What do you think about the trend of remixing old stories, for example, Pride and Prejudice and 
Zombies. 
 
 
** Bookshops ** 
 
Students to write a brief description / do some research on some famous libraries. 
 
Design Your Own Bookshop Project 
Students draw up plans of what their ideal bookshop would look like and where they would place 
different categories of books. 
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** Punctuation and Spelling ** 
 
Why do punctuation and spelling matter? 
Should English adopt a more consistent or phonetic spelling? 
Do you think that computers are making people worse or better spellers? 
Do you write differently if you are sending messages on a mobile phone? 
 
 
** Word origins ** 
 
English is good at absorbing words from other languages.  Can you think of relatively recent foreign 
words and expressions that are now used regularly in English?  Teacher can give examples such as 
food (sushi, spaghetti) and expressions (deja vu, c'est la vie). 
 
Why do you think English speakers use different words to describe the same thing? For example, in 
America they say "cell phone", but in British English people use "mobile phone". How do you think 
foreign countries decide which words to use when they are learning English? 
 
Even if you don't know the meaning of an English word, sometimes you can guess the meaning by 
the prefix or suffix or word parts e.g (pre, re, tele, hydro).  Can you think of other examples? 
 
 
** Changing language ** 
 
Email, text and instant messaging, Twitter and social networking have begun to impact upon the 
way we speak and write. Recently added words include “blog” (2003) and the verb “Google” (2005) 
– there’s a great article on the Oxford English Dictionary and how new words are included here: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/05/magazine/05cyber.html?pagewanted=all 
 
Think of some of the “words” you use in daily speech now were once only used online – are any of 
them in the dictionary yet? Do you think they should be? Check out some recently added words here 
<http://www.askoxford.com/worldofwords/newwords/?view=uk>, and decide whether you should 
submit a new word for consideration!  


