
 
In the story, Moonchild, Sammy lives on the moon.  They live there because his father harvests Helium 3 from 
the surface layers of the moon and sends it back to Earth to be used as a power source.  People on Earth 
already talk about the possibility of mining the moon. Sammy's lifestyle is ruled by the conditions on the 
moon.  The surface temperature is inhospitable so they all live underground.  The gravity is lighter so they can 
move more easily and transport is mostly done by using cables to pull things.  There is a lot of dust on the 
moon so when they enter their underground habitat they pass through a magnetic chamber that attracts the 
dust from their suits. 
 
If humans lived on other planets they might need to create other kinds of habitats to keep themselves alive, 
other means of transport to get around, find other types of food to eat.   
 
ACTIVITY 
Part 1: 
Attached are artist impressions of imaginary planets.  
Choose a planet, glue it on a sheet of paper, and beside it write what you think it would be like on the surface 
of that planet.   
Some questions to consider: 

o Is it hot or cold, dry or wet?  
o Are there dangerous things on the surface or atmosphere?  
o Are there plants and animals or is it barren?   
o Do any plants or animals that live there have special adaptations to help them survive on the 

surface? 
o If humans lived there what would their houses have to look like to protect them properly from 

this planet?   
o How would they get around?   
o Draw their houses.  Draw their transport.  Draw the animals and plants that live there. 

 
Part 2: 
Following up on world-building by finding out how the experts have done it: 
 
A group of American and British scientists were commissioned by National Geographic to work with a 
television company named Blue Wave Productions to create a hypothetical world called Aurelia based on the 
planet Gliese 581d.  They had to use what they knew about astrobiology and climatology to create the surface 
and creatures that might inhabit the planet.  They also worked on another hypothetical world called Blue 
Moon. 
 
The resulting program aired on the National Geographic channel under the name Extraterrestrial. The shows 
blur the lines between fact and fiction and the creatures they created are bizarre and wonderful.    
 
TEACHER NOTE: A search on "Aurelia and Blue Moon" will show images of these creatures and plants, and 
bits of the show on YouTube.  It may be possible to get Extraterrestrial from the National Geographic shop 
on DVD and watch the show.  (Also called Alien Worlds in the UK). 

Moonchild by Bren Macdibble 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 


